
Last evening, October 17, I attend-
ed BRKC meeting located in the 
Loma Vista area. Candy Hickam 
also attended the meeting and 
I’m sure we equally enjoyed the 
speakers. One of the highlights for 
me was the report from Travis 
Hamm, heading up the ministry at 
the colleges in Kansas City. He and 
his wife have done an amazing job 
of ministering to college students 
and leading many to Jesus Christ 
over the past 14 years. When they 
first started the ministry Cross Creek 
was there to provide meals to the 
students when the first semester 
began. It was fun to provide meals 
that impressed them. They were 
already missing momma’s home 
cooking. Travis has a vision to have 
a mission outreach in all 17 colleg-
es in the Kansas City area by 2025. 
They have already expanded but 
there is much more to accom-
plish.  
 
Rodney Hammer, our Association’s 
Director of Missions, as always, had 
inspiring words to speak. It’s been 
a tough year for Rodney and wife 
Debbie. She lost her father in 
March, Rodney’s mother died in 
June and then his father in August. 
In spite of the tough year, they 
both carried on with their ministry. 
Perseverance!  

Dr. Alan Branch, Ethics Professor 
from Midwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, delivered a hard-
hitting message about a biblical 
approach to addressing the 
LGBTQ Community and how to 
converse redemptively and truth-
fully with them and others about 
gender confusion issues. I learned 
from Dr. Branch’s message and felt 
the heart he has for these people. 
When it’s all said and done we are 
all sinners and God has the re-
demptive power available to eve-
ryone who accepts His gift.  He 
told us that the LGBTQ community 
feels that the church observes 
them and what they do as being 
wrong and sinful and that we feel 
that what we do and how we feel 
toward them is right. They fail to 
understand that we are sinners 
(saved by God’s grace) just like 
they are and can be.  I suppose 
the church body of Jesus Christ 
has failed to show love to them. 
This lifestyle is hard for the church 
to understand and accept. LGBTQ 
people are growing fast accord-
ing to Dr. Branch. Despite the fact 
that we should have privacy when 
we enter the bathroom, corpora-
tions in KC give identity-confused 
men and women the right to enter 
the bathroom of their choice! Who 
would have thought we’d see this 
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happening in our lifetime?  
 
Another terrible statistic the Doctor 
shared are the horrible results 
transgenders suffer following surgery 
and/or hormone altering drugs. It 
seems no one is warning them of the 
risks of the surgery. The suffering they’ll 
endure to change what God created 
is truly unbelievable. Interestingly 
enough, Dr. Branch used scripture to 
show that all this is nothing new and 
there is sufficient evidence in history 
that body mutilation took place long 
before Jesus arrived. His final word to 
us was we must be ready to deal with 
sinners who are just as bad as we 
were when Christ offered us eternal 
life. He didn’t have to offer us salva-
tion but he did and we must now of-
fer the same grace that we received. 
This is some hard stuff to process 
Church. Pray! 
 
Oak Grove’s Thanksgiving Communi-
ty Worship service is November 21, 
and will be hosted at the Grace Bap-
tist church on Maple Lane, just south 
of the I-70 Truck Stop off 5th street. 
Pastor Rich Cummings, serves as Min-
isterial Alliance Finance Secretary and 
is a dedicated man to our Lord. 
Come and see what the Lord has for 
us. I’m going to make a prediction: it 
won’t be long until we will be wishing 
that we had attended these times of 
fellowship with other believers and 
enjoyed the freedom we have today. 
Soon it may be too late. Lord Jesus, 
come quickly! 
 
Operation Christmas Child boxes will 
soon be packed and shipped to chil-
dren in all parts of the world. Will you 
put a note on your refrigerator or in 
your phone to remind you to ask God 

to deliver the boxes filled with gifts, 
love and the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the right kids/family? 
It takes tremendous effort to get 
these boxes ready to ship and sacrifi-
cial financial offerings have been 
made to ensure the gifts are deliv-
ered. The Lord speaks to you and you 
gladly join Him in the work He is doing. 
Thank you for all your help Cross 
Creekers and to Paul and Linda Morris 
for their organization and follow 
through of Operation Christmas Child. 
I’m blessed to see these boxes head 
to their destination before long and I 
know God will see to it they are 
placed into hands who will be 
blessed by you. Thanks, Cross Creek. 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

Ladies Day Out  

Ladies, for our Ladies 
Day Out this month 
we will be meeting 
here at the church 
Thursday, November 
18 at 2:00 PM. 
We’re going to have 
an afternoon matinee 
so bring your  neigh-
bor  and enjoy a fun 
time together. The 
movie is called When 
We Last Spoke this is 
based on the novel 
by Marci Henna. In 
1967, two sisters are 
abandoned and 
raised by grandpar-
ents in the town of 
Fireside. Humor, heart-
break and triumph 
are served with 
whipped cream and 
lots of local nuts in this 
heartwarming tale of 
family, friendship and 
forgiveness. Sounds 
like some of our fami-
lies doesn’t it. 
We will have popcorn, 
drinks and please 
bring other movie-
watching treats. 
You’re going to love 
this movie so please 
invite a friend to 
come. � 

Cross Creek Thanksgiving Meal    

Cross Creek will have its Thanksgiv-

ing Banquet at Sandy’s Restaurant 

in Blue Springs. Sunday, November 

14th at 12:15 PM after our Worship 

service.  The cost will be $15.00 per 

person.  Please make your check 

out to Cross Creek Baptist Mission 

and write your name on the sig-

nup sheet. The restaurant will need 

to know how many will attend by 

November the 3rd.  

Menu: Turkey,  Mashed Potatoes, 

Gravy, Dressing, Green Bean, 

Sweet Potatoes, Salad, Dinner 

Rolls, Pecan & Apple Pie, Coffee, 

Tea, and Water. 



YESTERDAY’S IMPOSSIBILITIES, TODAY’S MIRACLES by Chrissy Kirkman 

God is a competent Father. He can 
handle ANY problem you give Him. 
Nothing is beyond His ability or His 
resources. No request is too big or 
too small. Ask, and He will show up 
for you. 
 
You might be thinking “Is it really 
okay for me to talk to God about 
the small things in my life? Shouldn’t 
I just talk to Him about the big prob-
lems?” My question is "Can you im-
agine God considering any prob-
lem too big? It’s all small to Him. 
There is nothing too big or too small 
for God!” 

The Bible says, “Nothing is impossi-
ble for God!” (Luke 1:37 CEV) Read-
ing that makes me want to remove 
the word “impossible” from my dic-
tionary because it’s not in God’s 
vocabulary. Nothing is impossible 
with God! 
It's amazing what kids think parents 
are capable of fixing. They expect 
their folks to know it all, fix anything, 
and be able to afford everything. 
As they grow up, they begin to see 
that their parents have limited 
knowledge, limited energy, limited 
resources, limited skills—limited eve-
rything. 

But our heavenly Father really CAN 
do anything. Ephesians 3:20 
says, “Now all glory to God, who is 
able, through His mighty power at 
work within us, to accomplish infi-
nitely more than we might ask or 
think” (NLT). 
I’m a big dreamer. I’ve had a lot of 
big dreams in my life, and God has 
fulfilled many of them. But God 
says, “I don’t care how much you 
dream; I can still top it. I can dream 
bigger than you can dream and I 

can show up for you in ways you 
wouldn’t even consider!” 

Yesterday’s impossibilities are to-
day’s miracles. God specializes in 
the impossible! He is a competent 
Father. 
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Wednesday night din-
ners begin at  6:00 
PM.  The cost is $5.00 
a person for ages 7 
years through adult. 6 
years and under are 
$3.00.  The menu for 
the month is listed on 
the right.  
Please sign-up on the 
list on the information 
table each week. If 
you are running late 
that night, please call 
the church so we can 
set aside the proper 
number of meals for 
you.  
· Nov 3th, Chicken & 

dressing, mashed 
potatoes, corn, cot-
tage cheese, salad 
& dessert. 

· Nov 10th, Spaghetti 
& Meatball, green 
beans, cottage 
cheese,  garlic 
bread, salad & des-
sert. 

· Nov 17th, Breakfast 
Casserole, bacon, 
sausage, biscuits & 
gravy & fruit.  

· Nov 24th, No Supper 
at church.   

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

IS FAMILY NIGHT! 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Men; you will have your month-

ly Breakfast Saturday, Novem-
ber 20, 2021 at 8:00 AM at Per-

kins, in Independence. Please 

invite your neighbor or a friend 

to join us. It’s a good time to 

fellowship with other men in our 

community.  

Daylight Saving 

Time  

Rolls back Nov.7th 

Community Thanksgiving      

Service 

Join us at  Oak Grove’s Commu-
nity Thanksgiving Worship Ser-

vice, at Grace Baptist, Novem-

ber 21, 2021 at 6:00 PM. This will 

be a time to unite with fellow 

Christians in our community to 

thank our Lord and Savior for  

providing for our needs in this try-

ing year. With God and our con-

nected efforts we can show oth-

ers the hand of God. 



WE NEED A SOLID STANDARD   

I needed a title for Ray’s Newsletter article, so I 
titled it “Confused Identity.” That led me to eval-
uate our generation. “Have we lost our identi-
ty?” As Christians, do we know who we are? We 
are American, we speak the English language, 
we know our ethnicity, and that we are Cross 
Creekers. What gender do you identify with? 
How do you answer these questions? Why 
would someone even ask these questions?  
 
I was listening to a Christian audio book read by 
the author, a Pastor in California who started a 
fast-growing church around the same time as 
Cross Creek. As he read, I thought "I really don’t 
like to way he talks about his wife. I’ll gave him 
grace." Maybe it didn’t come across the way 
he meant it. Later on, I heard what I thought 
was a cuss word which troubled me greatly. It 
wasn’t a slip up because this was a book written 

and proofed many times. Then, he said he ask 
his neighbor to drop by his house for a beer, not 
ice tea or a coke. Where have the standards 
gone for Christians and their leaders?  
 
Maybe this man has never dealt with a drunk or 
family whose dad comes in late at night intoxi-
cated. He probably hasn’t lost a family member 
to a drunk driver. Where are the values by 
which we live? Things have changed, church. 
Perhaps that’s why so many are taking their 
lives these days. We need a solid standard: The 
Word of God! 
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